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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1-7. (cancelled) 

8. (currently amended) The pigment product of claim [[1]] 32, wherein said steric group 
has the formula: 

-X-Sp-[(CH 2 ) m -0-)]pR 

wher e in X is attach o d to the pigmont and ic an arylono group or alkylono group, Sp ropr c ocnts 
a spacer group, m is an integer of from 1 to 12, p is an Integer from 1 to 500, and R i s 
hydrogen, a branched or unbranchod nllrvl P rnn r nr ^ n**.^ £rm ] p . ^ r . h cfc in fllc 
s pacer group is a bond or a chemical ^n»p oni^tnH frr,™ tTlf > £rni l p r n mnt in~ o f: COa, O.. C, 
SO, , CO , NHCO. CONR", NR"CO„ OCNR", NR" C QNR", O, S, MR", S O ^^^yte^ 
iWylw, NR'TQ , NIICO,, Q,CNH, and NCHONH, whorcin R", wh ic h c an be the same o l 
diff ere nt, r e presents an aryl or alkyl gro up. 

9. (currently amended) The pigment product of claim rjl]] 32, wherein said steric group 
has the formula: 

-X-Sp-[A] p R 

wherein X is attachod to the pigment and is ™ nryi n nn r ™ T r, r ^ l pn1f n n n11 r ylC D C £ p 
repres e nts a spacer group, A roprcocnts an allcylonc oxide group of from about 1 to aboufr 43 
c arbons; p r e presents an integer of from 1 to 500; md R re pio oo nL r hy d r n gon, a b i a nol md ui 
unbranchod alleyl group or an aromatic group whemm n ™ h* r r rl iffcr c nt when p k 

gre at e r than 1; and whorcin th e spacer group is a bond or a chom irnl group selected f iui u Qi o 
group confuting of. G C W^C, SCK. CO. NUCn rnMP" mpth on TP", HF."CONR", 
O.- S, NR", SQ& & A l n ry lon n, alkylono, NR"CO, NHCO^ .Q ^CNH, and NCHONH, wher ein 
R", which can b e the same or different, repres e nts an aryl or alkyl group . 
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10. (previously presented) The pigment product of claim 9, wherein X is an aromatic group. 

11. (cancelled) 

12. (previously presented) The pigment product of claim 9, wherein X is substituted with a 
carboxylic group or a sulfonate group. 

13. (previously presented) The pigment product of claim 9, wherein p is from 1 to 25. 

14. (previously presented) The pigment product of claim 9, wherein p is from 26 to 50. 

15. (previously presented) The pigment product of claim 9, wherein R is an aromatic group. 

16. (previously presented) The pigment product of claim 9, wherein m is 2, p is 44-45, R is 
a methyl group, and X is a benzoyl group. 

17. (currently amended) The modified pigment product of claim 9, wherein m is 2, p is 
22, R is a methyl group, and X is a benzoyl group. 

18. (previously presented) The pigment product of claim 9, wherein m is 2, p is 44-45, R is 
hydrogen, and X is a benzoyl group. 

19. (previously presented) The pigment product of claim 9. wherein m is 2, p is 7, R is a 
methyl group, and X is a benzoyl group. 

20. (cancelled) 
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21. (currently amended) An ink composition comprising a) at least one liquid vehicle; b) 
at least one pigment product of claim [[1]] 32. 

22. (original) The ink composition of claim 21, wherein said liquid vehicle is aqueous. 

23. (original) The ink composition of claim 21, wherein said liquid vehicle is non- 
aqueous. 

24. (original) The ink composition of claim 21, wherein said ink composition is an inkjet 
ink composition. 

25 . (original) The ink composition of claim 21 , further comprising at least one humectant, 
at least one binder, at least one dye, at least one biocide, at least one penetrant, at least one 
surfactant, or combinations thereof. 

26-28. (cancelled) 

29. (currently amended) A printing plate comprising: a substrate, a protective layer 
located onto said substrate, and an infrared or near-infrared radiation-absorptive layer located 
on said protective layer, wherein said radiation-absorptive layer comprises at least one pigment 
ofclaim[[l]]32. 

30-31. (cancelled) 

32. (new) A carbon black product having attached 

a) at least one steric group having the formula -X-Sp-[(CH 2 ) m -0-)]pR or -X-Sp-[A] R, 
wherein 

X is attached to the pigment and is an arylene group or alkylene group; 
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Sp represents a spacer group and is a bond or a chemical group selected from the 
group consisting of: C0 2 , 0 2 C, S0 2> CO, NHCO, CONR", NR"C0 2 , OCNR", NR"CONR", 
0, S, NR'\ S0 2 C 2 H 4 , arylene, alkylene, NR'CO, NHC0 2 , 0 2 CNH. and NCHONH, wherein 
R\ which can be the same or different, represents an aryl or alkyl group; 

rn is an integer of from 1 to 12; 

p is an integer from 1 to 500; 

A represents an alkylene oxide group of from about 1 to about 12 carbons, wherein 
A can be the same or different when p is greater than 1 ; and 

R is hydrogen, a branched or unbranched alkyl group, or an aromatic group; and 
b) at least one organic ionic group comprising at least one -COO", -S0 3 \ -HP0 3 ", or 
-P0 3 ~ 2 group with at least one amphiphilic counterion, wherein said amphiphilic counterion has 
a charge opposite to that of said organic ionic group. 

33. (new) a carbon black product having attached 

a) at least one steric group having the formula -X-Sp-feoIymerJR, wherein 
X is attached to the pigment and is an arylene group or alkylene group; 
Sp represents a spacer group and is a bond or a chemical group selected from the group 
consisting of: C0 2 , 0 2 C, S0 2j CO, NHCO, CONR", NR"C0 2) OCNR", NR'CONR", O, S, 
NR", S0 2 C 2 a,, arylene, alkylene, NR"CO, NHC0 2 , 0 2 CNH, and NCHONH, wherein R\ 
which can be the same or different, represents an aryl or alkyl group 

"polymer" represents a polymeric group having repeating monomer groups, multiple 
monomer groups, or both, optionally having at least one -X' group, wherein X' is an aromatic 
group, arylene group, alkyl group, or alkylene group, each X' and X can be the same or 
different; and the total amount of monomer groups of "polymer" is not greater than about 500 
monomer repeating units; 

R is hydrogen, a bond, a branched or unbranched alkyl group, or an aromatic group 
and when R represents a bond, R optionally bonds to said pigment; and 
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b) at least one organic ionic group comprising at least one -COO", -SO3", -HP0 3 \ or 
-PO3 2 group with at least one amphiphilic counterfoil, wherein said amphophilic counterion has 
a charge opposite to that of said organic ionic group. 

34. (new) An ink composition comprising a) at least one liquid vehicle; b) 

at least one pigment product of claim 33 . 

35 ' (new) composition of claim 34, wherein said liquid vehicle is 

aqueous. 

36 ' (new > Th e composition of claim 34, wherein said liquid vehicle is 

non-aqueous. 

3,1 ■ (new) "* composition of claim 34, wherein said ink composition is 

an inkjet ink composition. 

38 - (new) ink composition of claim 34, further comprising at least one 

humectant, at least one binder, at least one dye, at least one biocide, at least one penetrant, at 
least one surfactant, or combinations thereof. 

39 * (new) A Printing plate comprising: a substrate, a protective layer 

located onto said substrate, and an infrared or near-infrared radiation-absorptive layer located 
on said protective layer, wherein said radiation-absorptive layer comprises at least one pigment 
of claim 33. 
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